
Helping  
Non-Native Speakers 
Succeed on our Campuses 
 
A workshop for 
English Language specialists 
and those who work with 
non-native speakers 
 
Saturday, February 28, 2009 
George Mason University 
Fairfax, Va. 
 

 

 

TRAVEL AND  

ACCOMMODATIONS 

The conference is hosted by George 
Mason University and will be held in 

the Johnson Center 
on the GMU Fairfax campus.  

For a map and directions, see 
www.gmu.edu 

Parking passes will be available  
at registration;  

we recommend you park in the Sandy 
Creek Parking Deck. 

The conference hotel is 
 Comfort Inn University Center  

11180 Fairfax Blvd , Fairfax, VA, 22030  
Phone: (703) 591-5900      

Conference rate: $89 plus tax.  
(mention “Colonial Academic Alliance  

English Language Conference” 
when making reservations) 

For registration information,  
contact the Colonial Academic Alliance 

 at 703.993.4797 

 

 

 

The Colonial Academic Alliance is the aca-
demic consortium that links the 12 colleges 
and universities of the Colonial Athletic As-
sociation in programs that improve the qual-
ity of teaching, learning and research for all. 
The Alliance develops collaborative programs 
that benefit each member institution: 

 

The University of Delaware 
Drexel University 

George Mason University 
Georgia State University 

Hofstra University 
University of North Carolina Wilmington 

Northeastern University 
Old Dominion University 
James Madison University 

Towson University 
Virginia Commonwealth University 
The College of William & Mary 



 

International students and scholars are an 
important element of our campuses and 
each campus has programs and services  
in place to insure that these students and 
scholars are successful in their studies, 
teaching, research, and other interactions 
on campus. 

In addition, many of the employees on our 
campuses are non-native speakers of  
English who often struggle to do their 
jobs, get promoted, and become part of 
the campus and larger communities 
because of lack of proficiency in English. 

This conference will allow an exchange of 
ideas among CAA universities about how 
best to serve the English language needs  
of our international students, scholars, 
and employees.   

As a result of this conference, participants 
will: 

♦ Establish relationships with  
colleagues from other CAA universities 

♦ Learn how other CAA universities 
meet the language needs of internationals 

♦ Establish at least one area of  
collaboration with one or more universi-
ties 

♦ Learn about best practice in  
English language programs and services 
for international students, faculty and staff 

Helping Non-Native Speakers 
Succeed on our Campuses 

Address 

Title 

Email 

 

 

Please return completed form by mail or fax to: 

Colonial Academic Alliance 

George Mason University, MSN 5A6 

4400 University Drive  Fairfax, VA  22030  

FAX: 703.421.1920 

 

Registration deadline: February 23, 2009 

REGISTRATION FORM 

Name 

Institution 

Phone 

8:30 – 9:00          REGISTRATION  & CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST 

9:00 – 10:00        OPENING SESSION AND INTRODUCTIONS 

 
10:00 – 11:00       SESSION 1  
Non-Academic Support: Cultural, Social and Other Issues 
     Pam Haney, Virginia Commonwealth University 
               Martha Young, Virginia Commonwealth University 

 
11:00-11:15          BREAK 

 
11:15 – 12:15       SESSION 2 
Academic Support for Non-Native Speakers 
              Barbara Hoekje,  Drexel University  
 
12:15 – 1:30          LUNCHEON AND SPEAKER 
            Terry O'Donnell, Executive Director 
      Commission on English Language Program Accreditation  

 
1:30 – 2:30            SESSION 3 
Working with International Teaching Assistants 
                 Sharon Cavusgil, Georgia State University 

2:30 – 2:45            BREAK 

2:45 – 3:45            SESSION 4 
Helping International Graduate Students 
                                   Melissa Allen, George Mason University 
 
3:45 – 4:00 WRAP UP  
How do we stay connected?  What’s next? 

 

WORKSHOP SCHEDULE 

Sessions will take place in GMU’s Johnson Center,  
Meeting Rooms F& G 
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